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tion the favoured position of the Church establishment at
home. Archdeacon Strachan, a stalwart champion of his
Church in its most militant mood, supplied political opposi-
tion with a weapon which it soon learnt how to wield.
As in Lower Canada so in Upper, a single leading dema-
gogue was able to put a match to the fire; though in the
case of Upper Canada William Lyon Mackenzie's efforts
would probably have been unavailing had they not been
abetted by the eccentric and egotistical proceedings of the
British Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Francis Bond Head. The
conclusion was that in both Provinces there was an abortive
insurrection, from a military point of view trifling enough;
bub most menacing, so far as it seemed to mark the break-
down of British colonial government. The next act in the
drama is sufficiently familiar. Lord Durham's mission of
1838 was soon followed by his repudiation in the matter
of the political prisoners banished to Bermuda, and his
consequent resignation. In the following year the publica-
tion of his memorable Keport marked an epoch in the
history of colonial self-government, forcing as it did the
hands of the Home Government, and involving a new state
of things which as late as 1837 had seemed to the liberal
mind of Lord John Russell incompatible with the continued
existence of the colonial connexion. Lord Durham (as I
have already mentioned) entered on his task with the idea
that the solution of difficulties was to be sought in the
application of the federal principle; but he found on his
arrival that, while what had to be done must be done
quickly, the French-Canadians were in no mood to become
friendly partners in a federal British America. (There was
the further difficulty, which I have already noted, that
neither were the Maritime Provinces prepared at this time
for such a solution.) But if federation was impossible, the
only alternative seemed a complete union of the two
Canadas. Such a union had been intended in 1822, when
the difficulties with regard to the share of the Upper Pro-